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CARES Commission changes hearing locations

The Chairman of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) Commission, Everett Alvarez, Jr., has announced hearing location changes.  In the VA Sierra Pacific Network, hearings previously scheduled for Sacramento, Calif., and Palo Alto, Calif., will be replaced by a single hearing at the Livermore Division of the VA Palo Alto Health Care System (VAPAHCS) on October 1 at 10 a.m.  This adjustment to the CARES Commission hearing schedule will ensure an adequate forum for veterans and stakeholders likely impacted by the proposed changes at the Livermore Division of VAPAHCS,  


The public hearing will occur at the Livermore Division, 4951 Arroyo Road, Livermore, Calif.  The purpose of the hearing is for Commissioners to hear testimony of invited panelists including, VA Sierra Pacific Network leadership, elected officials, veterans’ organizations, and other stakeholder groups. 
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VA Secretary, Anthony Principi, created the CARES Commission to provide an independent external assessment of VA’s capital asset needs during the next 20 years and to assure that stakeholder concerns are fully addressed.  The Commission will present its findings and recommendations to the Secretary on November 30.


The hearing at the Livermore Division of VAPAHCS will examine VA health care issues throughout the VA Sierra Pacific Network, which includes the San Francisco VA Medical Center, VA Palo Alto Health Care System, VA Northern California Health Care System, Martinez, Calif., VA Central California Health Care System, Fresno, Calif., VA Sierra Nevada Health Care System, Reno, Nev., and VA Pacific Islands Health Care System, Honolulu, Hawaii.


“The Commission hearings are a formal process and are different from our typical stakeholder meetings,” said Elizabeth Joyce Freeman, director, VA Palo Alto Health Care System.  “There will not be a question and answer session and only those who are invited by the Commission to be on a panel will testify.”


“However, the hearings are open to the public and anyone may submit comments in writing to the Commission,” said Freeman.  “Those comments will carry the same weight as those who provide oral testimony.  Staff members from the VA Sierra Pacific Network will be available at the hearing to assist those who want to submit written comments about the Draft National CARES Plan.”


Veterans and other stakeholders, who cannot attend the hearing, should send their comments directly to the Commission.  Within 10 calendar days after a hearing, individuals can submit written comments on issues raised during the hearing.  In addition, comments may be submitted on the Draft National CARES Plan until October 7, during the 60-day period after its publication in the Federal Register.  Comments on issues raised during a hearing or the draft plan
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may be submitted by fax at (202) 501-2196, through the Commission Web site at 

www.carescommission.va.gov or by writing to: CARES Commission, Comments, Richard E. Larson, Executive Director, Department of Veterans Affairs (00CARES), 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20420.


For additional information, please call Diana Struski, communications officer, VA Sierra Pacific Network, at 707-562-8375.
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Brief biographies of each commission member are located on the Commission Web site.
