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Name:
Benzocaine 14.0%, Butyl Aminobenzoate 2.0%, Tetracaine Hydrochloride 2.0% 

Synonym:

Cetacaine®

Formulation:
Topical Spray

Uses:

· Appropriate Indications
1. Production of anesthesia of accessible mucous membranes, as in endoscopy and intubation.

· Inappropriate Indications
1. General topical anesthetic use

Benzocaine 20% Topical Anesthetic (Hurricane ®) should be used in all other clinical situations

Formulary Restrictions:

· Restricted to usage criteria as outlined above.

Drug Therapy Selection:

· Efficacy

1. Cetacaine, a general topical anesthetic for use in endoscopy, is devoid of a white precipitant (seen with Hurricaine®) which improves visual acuity during this procedure. 

2. In target populations can facilitate and reduce gag/cough upon intubation

· Safety
1. Localized allergic reactions may occur after repeated use or prolonged exposure.  

2. Prolonged exposure may result in dehydration of the epithelium or an escharotic effect. 

3. There have been a few case reports of potentially life-threatening methemoglobinemia.
· Cost

	Drug Regimen
	Cost/Unit

	Benzocaine 20% (Hurricane®) 60 ml bottle
	$19.22

	Cetacaine® 56 ml bottle
	$45.95


· Risks

No sound-alike or look-alike issues reported
Duplicative Therapy:

Benzocaine (Hurricane®)

Dosing:

Cetacaine® spray should be applied for approximately one second or less for normal anesthesia.  A spray in excess of two seconds is contraindicated.  An average expulsion rate is 200mg/second at normal temperatures.  Tissue does not need to be dried prior to application.  Cetacaine® should be applied directly to the site of desired anesthesia. 

Cetacaine® Liquid or Ointment may be applied directly to the tissue with a cotton pledget.  Please note that local reactions are related to the length of time of application. 

Drug Interactions:

No drug interactions have been reported.

Laboratory Test Interactions:
No laboratory interaction have been reported.

Recommended Patient Monitoring:
Methemoglobinemia 

· Occurs with liberal application
· Risk factors:  age (i.e., infants, elderly), application area (i.e., if inflamed increased absorption), concomitant use of other drugs causing methemoglobinemia, G6PD deficiency
· Suspect if oxygen desaturation occurs without another explanation
Outcome Measures:

· Therapeutic

1.
Increased visual acuity with endoscopy

2.   Ease if intubation

3.   Reduced gage/cough upon intubation

4.   Improved patient tolerance of procedure

· Safety/Adverse Effects

1. Localized allergic reaction

2. Dehydration of the epithelium

3. Methemoglobinemia (see recommended patient monitoring)
http://www.ismp.org/msaarticles/sprays.htm

